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Our Parks, Our Heritage

Vision

Mission

A sustainable National Park System connecting society

To develop, expand, manage and promote a system of sustainable national parks that represent 
biodiversity and heritage assets, through innovation and best practice for the just and equitable benefit 
of current and future generation.

?DID YOU
KNOW

Marakele National Park is 
found in the heart of Waterberg 
Mountains.The name Marakele 

is a Tswana name, which 
means a ‘place of sanctuary’.
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Minister’s Foreword
We are blessed to live in a country like ours, which has 
been hailed as a miracle in respect of our transition to a 
democracy and which also enjoys beautiful weather and 
a spectacular natural environment. We are blessed to still 
have areas where our wildlife is protected. 

South Africa has approximately 550 terrestrial and 48 
coastal protected areas. Collectively, terrestrial protected 
areas exceed 7,9 million ha (7,5% of the country), while 
the coastal/marine protected areas comprise over 426 
000 ha. Nearly 4 million ha (50,6% of the protected area 
estate) is under SANParks management. 

It is therefore, of outmost importance that every one play 
a part in conserving what we have.  What we do today 
will determine what happens in the future. Fortunately 
in our country, we have managed to make conservation 
everyone’s business. Politicians, business leaders, 
economists and ordinary citizens are becoming involved 
in this task of saving the planet from ourselves. Together 
we can weather the storm of environmental change. 
Mother Planet has been kind to us and it is time that we 
reciprocated.

Charity begins at home, and this has been proven with a 
huge number of South Africans visiting our national parks 
on a yearly basis. It has been noted that in the previous year 
the total number of visitors to National Parks increased 
by 9,9% year on year to 4 167 216 with SA Citizens 
accounting for 73,8%, while SADC and international 
guests stood at 1,4% and 24,8% respectively. Black 
SA visitors improved by 2,2% year on year to 408 880 
(25,9% of domestic visitors). 

If these impressive figures are anything to go by, we are 
really succeeding in managing a sustainable national 
park system connecting society as SANParks vision 
strives to achieve. With over 50 000 South Africans young 
and old taking advantage of free access to national parks 
during the 2014 SA National Parks Week we can state 
with confidence that we are making good progress in 
promoting access to our parks by people who previously 
were excluded from visiting the parks.

We must be the first to acknowledge that the tide has 
long turned, therefore issues of access to our protected 

areas by all should be encouraged through a variety of 
programmes. It is the view of government that through the 
SA National Parks Week and many other programmes, we 
will continue to develop reciprocal relationships between 
protected areas and our citizens, making our national 
parks a true mirror of our society’s values.  

I wish everybody a wonderful experience during SA 
National Parks Week and hope that you will return in the 
near future to experience the breadth and width of our 21 
national parks situated in seven provinces of our country. 

Our sincere gratitude and thanks goes to First National 
Bank and Total SA for continuing to be pioneering partners 
in the successful hosting of SA National Parks Week. 

I thank you and have an enjoyable SA National Parks 
Week.

Minister; Environmental Affairs
Mrs. Edna Molewa, MP

CEO’s Foreword
The staging of SA National Parks Week first took place 
in September 2006. This year, 2015, therefore marks 
the 10th anniversary of this event and we are pleased to 
report that it has grown from strength to strength over the 
years to the extent that it is now a significant part of the 
SANParks annual calendar.

The idea of having a week in September of each year, 
during which free access to the national parks is granted 
to South Africans, had its origins in the recognition that 
there are large numbers of our citizens living in the vicinity 
of national parks who have never had the opportunity 
to visit these parks and to experience the wonders that 
they have to offer. During this week therefore SANParks 
not only offers free access but also has a wide variety 
of programmes to actively bring members of local 
communities into the parks.

It is acknowledged that under the pre-1994 dispensation 
it was only a part of society that had full access to our 
national parks and consequently developed a sense of 
ownership and support for the national park system. 
SANParks has taken steps in the 21 years since the advent 
of democracy to ensure that this sense of ownership 
encompasses all sectors of our society, and that national 
parks play a meaningful role in providing benefits to 
adjacent communities. 

SA National Parks Week is geared to creating awareness 
and instilling a sense of pride in South Africa’s natural, 
cultural and historical heritage. It is also aimed at 
exposing the public to the importance of biodiversity and 
promoting a broader understanding of the custodianship 
role played by SANParks in conservation. This is in line 
with the organisation’s efforts towards bringing national 
parks closer to the people.

It is in this week that we acknowledge our natural and 
cultural heritage which is all around us. It includes our 
landscapes, oceans, rivers and lakes, our archaeological 
sites, our buildings, our history, folklore, language and 
customs. Heritage gives a place its identity, its character, 
its distinctiveness. As we plan for our own futures, we 
must also plan for the future of our heritage. 

It is for this reason that, on behalf of all in SANParks, 
we invite you to be part of SA National Parks Week from 

Table Mountain National Park in the West to the Kruger 
National Park in the East; from Mapungubwe in the North 
to the Garden Route in the South. Our 21 national parks 
will be ready to provide you with an exciting diversity of 
eco-tourism experiences that will cultivate a long lasting 
memory and sense of being Proudly South African. 
Our partnering with corporate South Africa, particularly 
First National Bank and Total South Africa, has provided 
the financial security on which this programme is built. 
Without the resource injection provided by these partners, 
SA National Parks Week would not be the success that 
it is, and we wish to express our appreciation for their 
steadfast support in this regard.

To the public at large we would like to say: Please visit our 
parks and enjoy SA National Parks Week.  

CEO; South African National Parks
Mr. Fundisile Mketeni
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Northern Region
MARAKElE NAtIONAl PARK

“The Place of Sanctuary”
About the Park
Marakele National Park (formerly Kransberg National Park) is one of the 
youngest national parks in South Africa. It was proclaimed in 1986 to 
conserve some of the poorly protected savannah veld types of South 
Africa.

The Park came about as a result of the state purchasing nucleus farms 
totalling about 15 000ha. In 1994, the name Kransberg National Park 
was changed as it was realised that many other places in South Africa 
also had the name “Kransberg” and a new unique name had to be found. 

The name ‘Marakele’
The name is derived from Setwana and it means ‘a place of sanctuary” 
and indeed provides peace and tranquillity to visitors. It is said that long 
ago, the indigenous Batswana people fled with their sheep and cattle into 
the mountains in this area to hide during attacks from the Zulu people.  
These mountains became a place of safety for the Batswana people and 
their animals. Today these mountains have also become a place of safety 
for the wild animals. 

It is found right in the heart of the Waterberg mountains, due to its 
location in the temporary zone between the dry western and moister 
eastern regions of South Africa. The lowest point in the park is about 1 
000 meters above sea level and the highest is the notable Lenokeng view 
point at about 2 080 metres, the very top in the Waterberg region. This 
relatively small national park of about 70 000 hectares is also the only 
one that features typical Highveld bushscape.

Small as it is, one will be surprised to find the Big 5 (elephant, rhino, lion, 
leopard and buffalo), and an amazing variety of birds including what’s 
probably the largest colony of endangered Cape vultures with over 800 
breeding pairs.

The Park also forms a core part of the internationally recognised 
Waterberg Biosphere Reserve (WBR). This means that it forms parts of 
an area that is not only of national importance, but also of international 
importance. 

Accommodation
Marakele offers different accommodation options such as:

•   Tlopi safari tented units       • Bontle camping site
•   Bontle tented units              • Guest cottage for family and
     friends

Activities and things to do
•   Self Drives          •   Guided Game Drives      
•   Bush Walks

Points of Interest
Rare findings such as yellow wood and striking cedar trees, long and 
luscious bush veld and grand mountains in the background, huge crowds 
of Cape vultures soaring through the royal blue skies, exciting mixtures of 
wildlife trampling across the plains certainly provide a bush experience 
unlike any other. 

Cape Vulture

Cedar Tree

The Big 6- Birds found in Marakele
The Big six are slow-breeding and very rare birds. They need a great 
amount of space to live in and they are extremely vulnerable to human 
development. If they are not protected, these unique birds may become 
extinct. 

They are:
• PEl’S FISHING OWl – The secretive and 
 guarded Pel’s fishing owl is on the 
 endangered list. It hunts for its food at 
 night, scooping fish from the water. As 
 wetlands are being drained by farmers, 
 these owls food supply is also decreasing.

• SADDlEBIllED StORK - In the quiet streams of some of our 
 rivers, one will at times find the saddlebilled stork. Each bird 
   has its own unique colour pattern; it only 
   makes noise when it snaps its beak. The  
   saddlebilled stork is the biggest stork in  
   Africa.

• KORI BUStARD – Africa’s largest 
 flying land bird is the Kori bustard. 
 It has a wingspan of 2.5m and can 
 weigh up to 19kg. This bustard 
 spends most of its time walking 
 sedately about looking for food –
 insects, small vertebrates and seeds.

• MARtIAl EAGlE – The Martial Eagle is the biggest eagle in 
 Africa. It needs an area of thousands of kilometres to find 
 enough to eat. The largest known prey that a martial eagle has 
   ever caught is a red duiker, which weighed  
   37kg. The bird is being threatened by a  
   rapid decrease in hunting grounds, few 
   nesting areas and poisoning.

• lAPPEtFACED VUltURE – The lappetfaced vulture can be 
 spotted soaring high in the air. These birds are killed by farmers 
 who mistakenly believe that they kill their 
 livestock. They build nests which can be 
 up to three metres in diameter.

• GROUNDHORNBIll-The colourful ground hornbill is a very 
 slow breeder and to add to this, its nesting sites are threatened 
 by the destruction of large trees and open savannah areas. 
 They spend three-quarters of the day looking for food and can 
 walk up to 11km during the day.

Educational Services of Marakele National Park
Marakele serves as an exciting outdoors environmental education centre. 
Where else does one have the opportunity to see, observe and study a 
large variety of animals and plants from all over the world?

Various educational activities cater for both children and adults such as 
Imbewu and Kids in Parks programmes. With regard to breeding, the 
focus is on breeding and protecting the endangered species like wild 
dogs, black rhinos, etc.

Environmental Education
We educate school kids while visiting the Park. The park also has outreach 
programme made up by members of the People and Conservation 
Department  conducting visits to schools to educate them about matters 
relating to the environment and conservation. 
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GOlDEN GAtE HIGHlANDS
NAtIONAl PARK

About the Park
Golden Gate Highlands National Park was officially proclaimed on 13 
September 1963. The park is situated in the Eastern Free State close to 
a tourism town called Clarens. 

Nestled in the rolling foothills of the Maluti Mountains the park derives 
its name from the brilliant shades of gold cast by the sun on the park’s 
sandstone cliffs, especially the imposing Brandwag rock, which is said to 
be keeping vigil over the main rest camp. 

Guests have a variety of accommodation available to them. They can 
choose to sleep at either the newly revamped Golden Gate hotel and 
Chalets, Glen Reenen rest camp, Basotho Cultural Village or Highlands 
Mountain Retreat which is situated at the altitude of 2 260 metres above 
sea level.

The park also caters for school groups at the Wilgenhof Environmental 
Education Centre which offers professional and dynamic environmental 
educational programmes that are linked to the school curriculum.

Activities 
The Park offers fun activities such as :
• A tour of the Basotho Cultural Village museum, where guests get to 
experience the living ways of the Basotho People, their food and traditions 
dating back from the 16th century. 
• Horse riding
• Guided walks
• 4x4 Routes
• Hiking 
• Abseiling

• Golden Gate is known as the Jewel of the Free State.

• The Park lies on a watershed, which means that rain falling 
 on the shed-area; either runs down through the Caledon River 
 into the Orange river or through the Wilge River into Vaal Dam 
 – Vaal River, all the way to the Atlantic Ocean.

• Golden Gate is situated in one of the most important water 
 Catchment Areas in South Africa and it is in this area that more 
 than 50% of Gauteng’s water is sourced from.

• The first ever fossilized Triassic dinosaur eggs were 
 found in the park at Rooi Draai in 1977.

• The park is home to an array of examples of fossilized dinosaur 
 bones, roots, ferns and footprints.

• Golden Gate is the only National Park in the country that 
 protects the grassland Biome. 

Other Tourist Attractions 
Tourists can visit the Van Reenen family graveyard, the popular vulture 
restaurant and experience the beauty of the Cathedral Caves, rock art 
sites, the famous Brandwag buttress, and the Anglo Boer war battle site.

Fern

MAPUNGUBWE NAtIONAl PARK AND 
WORlD HERItAGE SItE

About the Park.
The World renowned Mapungubwe National Park and World Heritage site 
is found approximately 80km east of Musina in the Province of Limpopo. 
The park poses a cultural mosaic for cultural enthusiasts and is also a 
natural haven for both adventure and nature lovers. 

Activities
•   Morning drives  •   Morning walks
•   Night drives   •   Sunset drive 
•   Tour to Mapungubwe Hill  •   Viewpoint of the three
     and Interpretive Centre      countries South Africa, 
         Botswana and Zimbabwe

• Mapungubwe is home to four of the Big 5, namely; the elephant, 
 lion, leopard and the endangered rhino.

• The Interpretive Centre which is located near the main gate 
 of the Mapungubwe National Park & World Heritage Site won  
 the Sustainable Construction Holcim award in 2008 and World 
 Architectural Festival building of the year award in 2009. 

• Mapungubwe has a rich cultural history; it is in this very same 
 National Park where the first southern African indigenous 
 Kingdom existed with the traces of evidence still visible at 
 Mapungubwe Hill. 

• One gets the opportunity to visit the elite burial site at the top 
 of Mapungubwe Hill, view a natural amphitheatre and the 
 entire range of the region, and pass through the territory which 
 was once walked on by the ancestral Mapungubwe people and 
 is now roamed by four of the Big 5.

• A number of well-preserved fossil finds are the likes of your 
 Massospondylus and Plateusaurvus dinos.

Golden Rhino
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AUGRABIES FAllS NAtIONAl PARK

About the Park
This is where the mighty Orange River is at its most impressive as it 
thunders its way through a canyon and falls down into a pool walled by 
granite 56m below. Few sights are as awesome or sound as deafening 
as water thundering down the 56m Augrabies Waterfall when the Orange 
River is in full swing.

Activities
•	 Easily accessed through an extensive network of boardwalks (some  
 are wheelchair friendly). The falls are now illuminated at night. Scenic 
 viewpoints with descriptive names of this rocky region like Moon 
 Rock,  Ararat and Echo Corner. 

•	 Although not in high-volume giraffe, klipspringer and Hartmann’s 
 mountain zebra can be seen scattered across the Park. Self-guided  
 walking trails include the 2km Gorge Trail; the 2,8km Ebony Trail that 
 winds through shady riverine vegetation and the 5km circular Dassie 
 Hiking Trail. 
 
•	 For those wanting more of a challenge there is the three day 
 Klipspringer Hike (closed 15 Oct - 31 March) that goes down into 
 Gorge and back out again.

•	 The	Falls	derived	their	name	from	the	Khoi	word	‘Aukoerebis’	
	 meaning	‘place	of	great	noise’.	Augrabies	Falls	National	Park	
 has only one camp, but it is the largest camp of all the Arid 
 Parks.

Other Tourist Attractions
Both the chalets and the camping site are within walking distance of the 
main falls and access to them has been made wheelchair friendly with 
an extensive network of boardwalks. The kokerboom (quiver trees) that 
stand in stark silhouette against the African sky is an absolute must see.

Arid Region

Try to spot Dassies on the 
majestic rock walls at the falls

Quiver Tree

KGAlAGADI
tRANSFRONtIER PARK

About the Park
Kgalagadi Transfrontier Park is an amalgamation of South Africa’s 
previous Kalahari Gemsbok and Botswana’s Gemsbok National Parks, 
this park was officially opened on 12 May 2000. It was the first formally 
declared transfrontier park in Africa. 

Two of the three Kalahari eco-types are found here. The south-western 
part comprises duneveld, with its unique semi-desert vegetation and the 
north-eastern part comprises Kalahari plains thornveld.

Activities
• Experience Kgalagadi to the full on a guided sunset drive. Depart 
 at dusk and watch the sunset bring the warm Kalahari sands to life 
 and return to camp under the cover of darkness. The radiant star and 
 moonlight contrast spectacularly against the jet-black sky. 
• Seasonal midnight drives are also extraordinary night-time 
 adventure. And our guided full day drives allow you to discover more 
 of the park and its wildlife. 
• Participate in the natural beauty of a Kalahari dawn by going on an 
 early morning walk. 
• Learn more about the fascinating lifestyles of the predators at the 
 Nossob Predator Centre. 
• Three night Nossob 4x4 Eco-trail, Leeuwdril 4x4 trail (13.2 km) 
 self-drive one way trail accessible and bookable from Twee Rivieren.

• At nearly 38 000 km2 it is larger than many countries and one 
 of the largest National Parks in the world and second largest 
 Park in the country. 

Other Tourist Attractions
Black maned Kalahari lions, solitary leopard, sleek cheetah and 
thousands of sociable weavers with colossal thatched ‘apartments’ are a 
major draw card to this Park. 

Remember your
sunscreen & water toys!!
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MOKAlA NAtIONAl PARK

About the Park
The newest Park in National Parks network. It was previously known as 
Vaalbos. Mokala is an important area for the regeneration of valuable 
species and is home to, amongst other species, buffalo, tsessebe, roan 
antelope, sable antelope, giraffe, gemsbok, eland, zebra, red hartebeest, 
blue wildebeest, black wildebeest, kudu, ostrich, steenbok, duiker and 
springbok. 

Recently two grown and one baby python were released in the Park. Be 
on the look-out for the new inhabitants. The Park is predator free.

Activities
• Day or night open-vehicle guided game drives. For the more active 
 person, why not join in for an early morning or late afternoon guided 
 walk. 

• Visit the relatively new and very informative interpretative centre at  
 Mofele. This centre depicts the cultural and natural history of the  
 area and one-way glass overlooking a waterhole allows you to get 
 within 12m of animals that come to drink. 

• At Lilydale there is the added attraction of the Riet River. It’s very 
 popular with fly fishermen (on a catch-and release basis only). 

• Our converted birdhide, allows you to overnight here (from sunset to 
 sunrise). With birds, a bed, braai and a warm shower what more 
 could you want? Maximum four people can sleep at Stofdam 
 Birdhide.

• Mokala is the Tswana name for a Camelthorn tree 
 (Kameeldoring) (Acacia erioloba), and you will find magnificent 
 specimens of these picturesquely trees spread throughout the 
 Park.

Other Tourist Attractions
Camelthorn Tree House nestled into a majestic Camelthorn tree.

Monkey tricks!
Please take care of your personal 

belongings as monkeys are clever & 
will snatch up any small items

lying around.

NAMAqUA NAtIONAl PARK

About the Park
The Park is still in a development phase but has a lot to offer its visitors. The 
mammals that have adapted to these harsh conditions include gemsbok, 
springbok, red hartebeest, klipspringer, aardvark, baboon, steenbok, 
duiker, porcupine, black-backed jackal and leopard. Amphibians and 
reptiles are also well represented, with a number of endemic species.

Activities
• The best known, and at this stage most popular part of the Park, 
 is the 5km Skilpad circular route especially in the springtime flower 
 season. Besides the famous spring flowers, the Park is home to 134 
 different vegetation types, many small fauna species, amazing bird 
 life and a fascinating collection of reptiles.  
• A great way to explore Skilpad is by mountain bike. Visitors are 
 required to bring their own mountain bikes. 
• There are two 2-hour walking trails.
• A picnic area with ablutions and a shop and kiosk at Skilpad. 
• The rest of the Park is accessible to 4x4 vehicles through 220km of 
 roads that includes roads to an unspoilt coastline and a 25km route, 
 with lovely views, to Soebatsfontein.

• Namaqualand is home to the richest bulb flora of any arid 
 region in the world and more than 1 000 of its estimated 3 500 
 plant species are found nowhere else on earth.

Other Tourist Attractions
The Seasonal Flower Beach Camp and seasonal flower Skilpad camp. The 
188km Caracal 4x4 Eco Route takes visitors through some of the most 
spectacular scenery in Namaqua, from the Kamiesberg with unending 
vistas, through the inland dunes and along 50km of breathtaking West 
Coast. This route is a wonderful way to explore the diversity of this Park.

Don’t forget the 
camera!! The 
most beautiful 

scenery awaits...

Enjoy a picnic with 
the whole family!
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/AI/AIS-RICHtERSVElD
tRANSFRONtIER PARK

About the Park
In August 2003 an international treaty was signed between the 
Presidents of South Africa and Namibia to form the /Ai/Ais- Richtersveld 
Transfrontier Park. 

This has opened the way for border crossings within the Park between 
South Africa and Namibia, where a pont takes you across the Orange 
River at Sendelingsdrift.

Activities
• Bird watching   • Hiking trails base camp
• Guided trails

This is the driest area in the Northern Cape and in the country but 
nurtures some 30% of all South Africa’s succulent plant species. This is 
a harsh and unpredictable land where water is scarce and life sustaining 
moisture comes in the form of early morning fog – called ‘Ihuries’ or 
‘Malmokkies’ by the local people – which rolls in from the cold waters of 
the Atlantic Ocean, sustaining a remarkable range of small reptiles, birds 
and mammals. 

Other Tourist Attractions
A restored pont offers an unusual and convenient way of crossing the 
Orange (Gariep) River that separates the two countries. The pont can 
carry a maximum of 6 metric tones and, weather permitting, runs from 
08h00 to 16h15 daily. 

The camp sites are the most popular attraction to the Park because it is 
situated on the Orange River banks.

Try to spot as many desert animals 

as you can. Remember to look 

closely, bacause they camouflage 

themselves really well against 

predators!

Help the black eagle find its food...
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About the Park
This natural world heritage site, and Natural New 7th Wonder of the World, 
is a haven of magnificent mountains plunging into crystal seas fringed 
with bleached white sands of the Cape Peninsula. 

The mountain chain stretches from Signal Hill in the north, to Cape Point 
in the South and is also home to the world’s smallest, yet most diverse 
floral kingdom, the Cape Floristic Region.

Activities
• Swim with the penguins at Boulders Penguin Colony

• Potter through the rock pools of Cape Point

• Go trail running through Cecilia Forest

• Swim in the tidal pools at Buffels Bay inside Cape Point

• Visit the Light House at Cape Point

• Enjoy fish and chips at the Two Oceans Restaurant inside 
 Cape Point

• Walk and explore the multitude of species of fynbos across 
 the Park

• Tweet selfies from the Boulders Boardwalk

• Watch the sunset from Signal Hill

• Go picnic at Newlands, Perdekloof, 
 Tokai or Oudekraal picnic sites

• Table Mountain is home to over 2 000 species of fynbos found 
 in one region. There are 9 000 species of fynbos found in the 
 Cape area, 6 200 of which are endemic and 2 000 of which 
 grow on the mountain.

Other Tourist Attractions
Take a ride up to the top of Table Mountain with the Aerial Cable Way.

Cape Region

Flying kite is so much fun!!

BONtEBOK 
NAtIONAl PARK

About the Park
Bontebok National Park nestles under the majestic Langeberg Mountains 
and is bordered by the peaceful Breede River.  The Park was proclaimed 
in 1931 to prevent the last remaining Bontebok from following the blue 
antelope into extinction. 

In 1961 the Park was relocated to better grazing land near Swellendam – 
the only National Park ever to have been relocated.  Bonteboks flourished 
at the new site and increased to over 200 in the Park, with a total world 
population of over 2 500, hence the name, Bontebok National Park.

Activities
• There are three walking trails which start at the rest camp:

  the Aloe walk:  2km long which passes along the 
  river.

  the Acacia walk:  heads east from the camp through 
  the bush and is 1,5km long.

  Bushbuck trail: The trails leads you to Die Stroom 
  picnic area and is 5,5km to and back.

• Bathing:  you can swim in the Breede River at your own risk 
 and it is only accessible from the camping ground below the  
 rest camp.

• Picnic and Braai: Bontebok National Park boasts with a new 
 day visitor area equipped for braais, picnics, swimming and 
 fishing.

• When the park was founded in 1931 only 17 Bonteboks were 
 left in the wild that could be captured.
• The Red Hartebeest found in the park is the fastest antelope in 
 South Africa.
• In the early 1800s the park was home to two Khoi Khoi Groups. 
 Lang Elsie’s clan and Nouga Seree Clan. It is believed that  
 these clans’ graves are at Die Ou Tuin in the Park. 

Other Tourist Attractions
Camp sites are also available at Lang Elsie Restcamp that can 
accommodate up to six people per site with or without electricity. The 
popular riverside camp site opens from November to April, where you 
can camp on the banks of the Breede River.

Die Stroom Day Visitor Facility has a large wooden deck with built in 
braai, basic kitchen facility and ablutions perfect for any function, year-
end functions, birthdays or friends and family gathering. It can cater for 
up to 50 people. 

You can only book the deck with the braai, use the whole building until 
the gate closing time or extend your stay until 21h30. 
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About the park
There is a very special geographical feature about this park as it is 
located at the Southernmost Tip of Africa. With its rich cultural and 
natural heritage the park was proclaimed and officially opened up to the 
public as Agulhas National Park on 23 September 1999. 

The park started as a four hectare portion of land at the southern tip and 
has grown with the addition of 36 portions, bringing the area of the Park 
to 21 971.0161 hectares.

Activities
• Hiking         • Walking
• Running         • Cycling
• Birding         • Swimming in the lagoon

• Agulhas National Park is the most southerly situated National 
 Park in Africa and is situated at the Southernmost Tip of the 
 African continent. Cape Agulhas Coast is known as the 
 graveyard of ships because of all the shipwrecks along the 
 coast.

Other Tourist Attractions
Visiting the Bredasdorp Shipwreck Museum, the Elim Heritage Centre, 
the Nuwejaars Special Management Area, Elim Wine Growers and 
neighbouring villages like Arniston, Bredasdorp, Napier, Elim; De Mond 
Nature Reserve also not forgetting the Struisbaai Harbour.

AGUlHAS NAtIONAl PARK

Look out for whales during the months 
of September to January! 

It is spectacular.

The Southernmost 

Tip of Africa

Turnstone

WESt COASt
NAtIONAl PARK

About the Park
Thousands of seabirds roost on sheltered islands with golden beaches 
stretching into the early morning mist and brooding salt marshes, 
welcome to West Coast National Park. The Laangebaan Lagoon is home 
to about 252 different bird species and in total 600 000 birds for some 
60 000 waders most of whom breed in the Arctic regions. 

Sanderlings, curlew sandpipers, grey plovers, knots and turnstones 
spend most of the year in the park and then fly north in May to spend 
less than two months in the Arctic and then return in August/September.

Activities
• Guided Game Drives in August/September
• Guided Dune Hikes
• Bird Watching and Lagoon ecology
• Rocky and Sandy Shore Ecology (Weather and tide permitted)

• The West Coast National Park celebrated its 30th Crown 
 Birthday on 30 August 2015.

Other Tourist Attractions
Walking along Eve’s Footprint, viewing the Postberg Flowers, Whale 
Watching at the Atlantic Viewpoint, supper or lunch at Geelbek Restaurant, 
visiting the Seeburg Interpretive Hut, exploring the many hiking trails, 
cycling and visiting the Heritage Sites.

Sanderling

Grey Plover

Red Knot

Beach time fun awaits
the whole family!
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tANKWA-KAROO
NAtIONAl PARK

About the park
Just a four hour drive from Cape Town brings you to the isolated and 
beautiful Tankwa Karoo National Park (TKNP) which interestingly borders 
both the Western and Northern Cape, the cape region is indeed proud 
to call it home. The brightest stars of Africa can be seen from Tankwa-
Karoo National Park or if you’re very lucky, a once in a lifetime glimpse 
of rare endemic birds.

The kilometers of mountain chains stretch across the park providing 
a wide array of hiking routes. Animals including tortoises, lizards, orb 
webs spiders and leggy toktokkies enjoy the hot sun of the day while red 
hartebeest share the arid plains with mongoose and gemsbok.

Activities
• Hiking           • 4 x 4 Trails 
• Bird Watching          • Scenic Viewpoints

• Lying between the Cederberg Mountains and the Great Karoo 
 escarpment, the park comprises three different and distinct 
 ecosystems.

Other Tourist Attractions
Tankwa-Karoo National Park is also home to one of the most beautiful 
campsites in national parks, Langkloof. The campsite is situated 
approximately 18km from the Park reception with kudu, eland and other 
small antelope and mammals commonly spotted in the area.

Be on the lookout for various types of 
lizards & insects!

ADDO ElEPHANt NAtIONAl PARK

About the Park
Since Addo Elephant National Park (AENP) was proclaimed in 1931 to 
protect the remaining 11 elephants that roamed the area, the Park has 
grown to be the third largest national park after Kruger and Kgalagadi 
National Parks.  It is situated a mere 30 minutes’ drive from the bustling 
city of Port Elizabeth.  

AENP conserves a wide range of landscapes and biodiversity, stretching 
from the semi-arid Karoo area in the north around Darlington Dam, over 
the rugged Zuurberg Mountains, through the Sundays River Valley and 
south to the coast between Sundays River mouth and Bushman’s River 
mouth. Addo covers about 180 000 hectares and includes the Bird and 
St Croix Island groups.

Addo encompasses a wide range of vegetation types, like succulent 
thicket, forest, fynbos, grassland, karoo, marine and sand dunes. Today 
this malaria-free, finely-tuned ecosystem is sanctuary to over 600 
elephants, lion, disease-free buffalo, black rhino, spotted hyena, leopard, 
a variety of antelope and zebra species, cycads and the unique Addo 
flightless dung beetle, found almost exclusively in Addo.  The southern 
right whale and great white shark can be found in the Park’s marine 
environment.

Activities
• Birding   •    4x4 trail
•      Hikes   •    Game drives
• Horse trails.

• Addo Elephant National Park can exclusively claim to be the 
 only national park in the world to conserve the “Big 7” – the Big 
 5 as well as the southern right whale and great white shark off 
 the Algoa Bay coast. 

Other tourist attractions
The interpretative centre, underground hide, bird hide and PPC trail.

Frontier Region

Did you know?
Elephants purr like cats do, as a 

means of communication.

Did you know?
Porcupine babies are called porcupettes 

and they are born with soft quills that will 
harden a few hours thereafter...
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CAMDEBOO
NAtIONAl PARK

About the Park
The 18 833 hectare Camdeboo National Park virtually surrounds the 
historic town of Graaff-Reinet in the north-eastern Karoo. The park was 
proclaimed after the Karoo Nature Reserve was transferred to SANParks 
in October 2005. The greater portion of the park is situated in the foothills 
of the Sneeuberg mountain range between 740 and 1 480 metres while 
only a limited section of the adjacent low lying plains is included.

The diverse landscape of the park supports vegetation from the Nama-
Karoo, thicket and grassland biomes in relation to altitude, aspect and 
soil type. Wildlife includes an abundant spectrum of plains animals and 
birds associated with the plains and especially the wetlands of the 1 000 
hectare Nqweba Dam inside the park. Kudu are numerous and the park 
supports a population of about 800 of these animals.

Camdeboo National Park is visited by approximately 43 000 visitors 
annually with the Valley of Desolation (a declared national monument) 
being the premier tourist attraction. This site offers a breathtaking view 
of piled dolerite columns against the backdrop of the plains of the great 
Karoo. 

In addition to this, the park provides environmental education 
programmes for groups of learners who may overnight at the Camdeboo 
Environmental Education Centre, as well as three hiking trails, six picnic 
areas and watersport opportunities. 

• Fun holiday programmes for children between eight and 14 
 years old are presented during school holidays for the period of 
 a week. Each day has a different fun-filled theme.

Other Tourist Attractions 
Game viewing area: The wetlands of the Nqweba dam and adjacent Karoo 
plains support a diversity of animals including herds of buffalo, eland, 
kudu, hartebeest, springbok and blesbok. The rarer Cape mountain zebra 
and black wildebeest may also be seen as well as 267 species of birds.

The Koedoeskloof and Driekoppe 4x4 routes provide spectacular 
views of the landscape and offer good wildlife viewing and birding 
opportunities. 

Spend the day fishing in the Nqweba dam and take something home for 
supper or cruise on the lake in a boat of your own and view birds and 
animals from a different angle.

Look carefully over the horizon to spot all 
the wonderful, yet shy animals such as 

kudu and bat-eared foxes...

Jippeee - bushveld picnics are the best!!
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MOUNtAIN ZEBRA NAtIONAl PARK

About the Park
It is situated on the R61 road, 12km from Cradock on the road to Graaf-
Reinet, and is 262km from Port Elizabeth. It was proclaimed in 1937 for 
the purposes of protecting the Cape Mountain Zebra (Equus zebra zebra) 
as the species was almost extinct. The park was initial 1 712ha when it 
was proclaimed but now it is 28 412ha and this expansion allowed it to 
be home of lions, buffalo, brown hyena, black rhino, cheetah etc.  

The Park plays a vital role when it comes to improving the livelihoods of 
the surrounding communities by providing employment (permanent and 
temporary jobs) and skills development.  Mountain Zebra National Park 
(MZNP) offers a free environmental education for schools within the Chris 
Hani District Municipality and beyond so you can follow suit by visiting 
the Park to learn about biodiversity, culture and tourism aspects.  

Activities
The Park offers the following activities: 
• Guided sunset drives  • Holiday programmes
• Hiking and walking trails 
  (Imbila 1km, black eagle 3km, Impofu (Eland) 25km, three day guided 
   trail, Salpetrkop hike and Guided visits to San cave paintings).

MZNP is not only rich in biodiversity, but also in cultural heritage.  You can 
come and see rock paintings (showing cattle, baboons, cheetah, human 
fingers etc.) and other archaeological sites that were located during a 
survey by Brooker (1977). 

The park is also offering cheetah tracking as a game activity where 
guests can observe natural behaviour of this animal. 

• Beauty, spectacular mountains/landscape and kindness of the 
 staff is what defines MZNP.
• The roar of a lion can be heard from 8km (5.0miles) away.
• In the wild, lions rest for around 20 hours.

Other Tourist Attractions
MZNP boasts with its 20 family cottages (4-bed family cottages with 
braai, electric stove, microwave, fridge, kitchen utensils, washing basin, 
air conditioner and bath/shower). Swimming pools and shaded picnic 
spots along the river’s edge provide welcome relief from the heat in 
summer, while winter is a time for blazing long fires and a warming glass 
of champagnes and red wine as the snow like this area. 

Did you know?
The African buffalo has poor eyesight 
and sense of hearing, but their sense 

of smell is excellent.

GARDEN ROUtE
NAtIONAl PARK

The Garden Route National Park (GRNP) is a picture-perfect open access 
Park with approximately 155 000 hectares of land including indigenous 
forests, lakes, rivers, wetlands and the sea, making it an adventure hub. 
It has three sections - Tsitsikamma, Knysna and Wilderness - all with 
forestry and marine components. The GRNP is situated along the N2 road 
between Port Elizabeth and Cape Town.

Tsitsikamma 
The word “Tsitsikamma” hails from the Khoekhoe language tse-tsesa, 
meaning “clear”, and gami, meaning “water”, probably referring to the 
clear water of the Tsitsikamma River. Other meanings are ‘place of much 
water’ and ‘waters begin’.

Its Marine Protected Area (MPA) consists of 202 species of fish, sharks 
and rays from 84 families were recorded in the Tsitsikamma MPA alone. 
Fifteen of these species can be found on the IUCN (International Union 
for Conservation of Nature) red data list as either vulnerable or near 
threatened whilst many other fish species protected by the MPA are 
classified as over-exploited or collapsed in South Africa.

Activities in Tsitsikamma
• Hiking: 12 of Tsitsikamma’s hiking trails and nature walks were 
 accredited as Green Flag hikes - meaning hikes were tested 
 and proven to be safe and sound.
• Segways through indigenous forests and walk to the suspension 
 bridge from the Storms River Rest Camp.
• Visit an Outeniqua Yellowwood that is more than 1 000 years 
 old.
• Water activities: swimming at the Storms River 
 Mouth, diving, snorkelling, canoeing, stand up 
 paddling, kayaking, lilo, blackwater tubing.

Knysna 
Knysna is popular for its majestic, mythical indigenous forest.  Diepwalle 
is home to various giant Outeniqua Yellowwoods located right at the 
heart of the forest. The history of the forest and woodcutters who used to 
live there decades ago is well captured in the Legends museum.

The Knysna estuary is a protected area and was recently declared a Hope 
Spot by Dr. Sylvia Earle (global marine biologist and diver), and is home to 
43% of South Africa’s plant and animal life and supports rare fish species 
such as the grunter, white steenbras, 
dusky cob and cape stumpnose.
 

Activities in Knysna
• Hiking (the Kranshoek Coastal hike is popular. Two of Knysna’s 
 day hikes were recently given Green Flag status- Perdekop 
 and the Elephant Walk).
• Harkerville in Knysna is home to mountain biking routes for 
 junior, intermediate and experienced riders.
• Kayaking in the Knysna estuary.
• Camping in the Diepwalle camping decks within close range of 
 the Legends museum, a tea garden and scenic picnic spots.

Wilderness
Wilderness is a Gateway to the Garden Route from Cape Town to Port 
Elizabeth and is attractive to visitors because of its multiple hiking and 
nature walks, water-based activities such as canoeing; its Blue Flag 
Wilderness beach, forest excursions and birding.  

The Wilderness and Swartvlei lake systems are situated on the Cape 
South Coast and form the core conservation area of the Wilderness 
section of the GRNP. The Wilderness system comprises three lakes 
namely, Rondevlei, Langvlei and Eilandvlei. These and the Serpentine 
wetlands form part of an internationally proclaimed RAMSAR site 
(wetlands of global significance for biodiversity conservation).

Activities in Wilderness
       • Nature walks and hiking (such as the Millwood mining walk, 
 the Woodcutter’s trail). There are three bird hides: Gallinule Bird 
 Hide, Malachite Bird Hide and Rondevlei Bird Hide. 
       • Hire a canoe from the Ebb & Flow Rest Camp and launch it in 
 the Touw River which runs through the Park.
       • Mountain biking (there are recommended MTB Routes along 
 the Homtini cycle route).
       • Picnic in the forest (Krisjan-se-nek picnic site, Jubilee Creek 
 and Millwood). See the Outeniqua Yellowwood situated in the 
 Krisjan-se-nek picnic area and the Woodville Big Tree.

Shhhh...whilst doing the hiking trails, look 

up for amazing birds...and other animals.

Sea creatures are very interesting!

Cape Stumpnose 
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KRUGER NAtIONAl PARK

About the park
The world renowned Kruger National Park offers a wildlife experience 
that ranks with the best in Africa. Established in 1898 to protect the 
wildlife of the South African Lowveld, this national park of nearly 2 million 
hectares, is unrivalled in the diversity of its life forms and a world leader 
in advanced environmental management techniques and policies. The 
Kruger National Park borders two provinces in the north eastern part of 
South African  -  Limpopo in the north and Mpumalanga in the south. 
 
The Kruger National Park is situated within the Savanna Biome* (*large 
community of plants and animals that occupy a distinct specific region).
Truly the flagship of the South African National Parks, Kruger is home to 
an impressive number of species: 

• 49 species of fish  •   34 species of amphibians
• 114 species of reptiles  •   507 species of birds 
• 147 species of mammals •   more than 200 species of 
• 400 species of trees      grasses  
• over 1 000 species of shrubs and other plants
• 20 000 insect species, 169 species of ants have been found 
• 39 species of insectivorous bats.

Tourist Facilities
Accommodation is available in a variety of units in the different camps 
as listed below:

• 9 Large Rest Camps with facilities such as restaurants, shops 
 and fuel stations.
• Medium size Rest Camps with limited facilities such as shops 
 and fuel Stations.
• 5 Bushveld Camps with no facilities fully self-catering.
• 5 Satelite Camps with no facilities and no electricity and fully 
 self-catering.
• 2 Bush Lodges fully self-catering.

Activities 
• Day Walks          • Game Drives
• Backpack Trails          • Mountain Bikes
• Wilderness Trails          • 4x4 Eco-trails

Other Tourist Attractions include
• Bird hides at various locations
• Look out points at various locations
• Masorini Archeological Site near Phalaborwa Gate
• Thulamela Heritage Site in Pafuri area
• Albasini ruines near Phabeni Gate
• Library in Skukuza Rest Camp and Conference Centre
• Museum in Skukuza Rest Camp and Conference Centre
• Elephant Hall Museum in Letaba Rest Camp
• Rhino Hall Museum at Berg-en-Dal Rest Camp and Conference 
 Centre.

In line with the SANParks’ vision: A sustainable National Park System 
connecting society, KNP has outreach programmes such as ‘Take Kruger 
to Kasie’ aimed at creating awareness about the Park’s offerings.

• The first three tourist cars entered the park in 1927.
• In 1928 the first huts were built in Satara, Pretoriuskop and 
 Skukuza.
• Skukuza means “he who sweaps clean”.
• Punda Maria was originally Known as Punda Milia – which is a 
 Swahili name.
• A leopard can carry prey three times its weight up a tree.
• The genus name of a Cheetah (acinonyx=) means “no-move-
 claw” in Greek, referring that the cheetah do not have 
 retractable claws.
• The lower jaw of a hippo can weigh up to 16kg.
• The average shoulder height of an elephant is 3m.
• The buffalo can reach a speed of up to 57km/h. 
• Rhinos belong to the “Perissodactyla” group which means 
 uneven toes in Greek.
• Lions can open their jaws about 28cm wide.

Home of the ‘Big Five’

FUN AND GAMES

     UNSCRAMBLE THE WORDS

1. ifegafr -       

2. palehten -

3. fbaolfu -

4. maplai -

5. entbkose -

6. uduk -

7. alyna - 

8. inlo -

9. pdraloe - 

10. tahehec - 

ElEphANt wANtS to plAy! 
hElp hiM to thE wAtER FoR A SwiM.

yoU Do thE MAth.....
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FUN AND GAMES
woRDSEARCh About SA National Parks Week

Visit a South African
National Park near you!

SA National Parks Week is a world-wide campaign and was conceived in South African in 2006, after realising that 

a vast majority of South Africans were not accessing the national parks.

This campaign under the established theme ‘Know Your National Parks’ allows locals with valid identity documents 

an opportunity to spend a day at a national park of their choice free of charge.

The week-long campaign will be applicable to all the national parks managed by SANParks, with the exception 

of Boulders in Table Mountain National Park and Namaqua National Park. Some of the parks will be extending the 

week to include the weekend.

The objective of the week is to cultivate a culture of pride in all South Africans in their relationship with the coun-

try’s natural, cultural and historical heritage. When people start to take pride in the national parks, then they will 

start to understand the importance of conservation.

If we are to create a sense of ownership of the natural heritage of South African in all South Africans, then all South 

Africans must be able to have access to such. SANParks wants young people to take advantage of this opportunity 

because this heritage will be under their protection in the near future.
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